Yorkshiremen...
Bloody luxury
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table. To keep the cockpit clear of ob-

structions Jeanneau have mounted the
Harken traveller on the cabin top.

All lines are led aft through Spinlock
jammers, The primaries are Harken 70s
and the secondaries are Harken 46s.
Electric winches are available as an op-
tion; having at least one on a cruising
boat of this size is de rigueur.

Before we leave the cockpit it is worth
noting one more nice feature, an under
floor, self-draining rope locker at the
base of the companionway for keeping
all your lines nice and tidy.

Walking the deck

The deck is wide and clear with hold holds
forward to the mast. The genoa cars are
adjustable under load. The mast, boom
and vang are by Z-Spar. The standard
boat comes with lazy jacks, but a roller
furling main is available as an option.

lhe performance pack, which 1
mentioned earlier. gives vou Dvneema
halyards, a feathering prop, a hydraulic
backstay and Mylar sails. At $32,000 the
performance pack adds a bit to the price,
but you'll appreciate the added sailing
performance, unless of course the boat
is going into charter,,

Forward of the mast is an expanse

of deck space that makes the centre
court at Wimbledon look small. I
vou're a sun worshipper (not sure if
that’s politically correct anymore?) or if
you're looking for a space to strap down
your RIB. then this deck will suit you
just fine.

At the pointy end is one of the best
sail storage lockers 've seen on a produc-
tion boat, With a climb down ladder, a
well for outboard engine storage, a bat
tery for the bow thruster and a wealth of
shelving, this is a locker that will bring a
smile to the most jaded cruiser. No more



piling tonnes of gear on deck as you look
for your anchor snubber, this is a locker
that will enable you to put evervthing in
its place,

Forward of the sail storage lockeris a
separate anchor well with anchor wind-
lass. Rather than equip the boat withan
anchor package of their choice, Jeanneau
have taken the anchor and chain out of
the standard package allowing the own-
er to choose their own gear.

Back on deck the 53 has a double bow
roller with a Profurl furler.

Any down below?

Ask any vacht designer what two things
they would like to create their dream
interior and they'll tell vou head height
and beam and this boat has both those
things in spades. Some interiors feel a
bit claustrophobic, but this salon feels
like a room

“This is an entertainer’s cockpit that will be
popular in any anchorage.”

Stepping down the companionway
stairs there is a forward facing naviga-
tion station to starboard. The design
of the nav station is functional and at-
You have a half-chart sized
tahle top with the chartplotter (optional)

tractive

mounted inawooden side structure that
is angled toward the navigator. Radios
and instruments can be mounted on a
side panel directly above the electrical
switches.

o port is a U-shaped galley with a
three burner cook top, oven and griller
An interesting addition is a stainless
steel over-the-cooktop exhaust fan simi
lar to what you see in modern kitchens,
There is a side and top loading refrigera-
tor with an optional top loading freezer.

The cook top is Corian with inserts to
cover the stainless steel sinks.

Moving forward the salon has a U-
shaped settee and salon table to star-
board with a straight settee to porl,
With this boat s massive beam Jeanneau
has been able to fit an additional two
leather dining chairs around the side of
dining table enabling eight to sit com-
fortably around this table,

On many modern yachts you're of
fered the option of two settees or a set-
tee with a pair of easy chairs. The easy
chairs are great in port, but next to use-
less when vou're at sea when you'd really
prefer settees for use as sea berths

Jeanneau has salved this ‘either or
dilemma with a convertible settee, The
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MAIN IMAGE &
INSET: The cockpil
table open and
closed. The cockpit
iz large enough to
seal 8 comfortably.

OPPOSITE, TOP:
The gailey has all
the comfarts of
home including an
exhaust fan.

OPPOSITE, CENTRE:
The climb down
forward sail locker
has a bulll in well
far your aulboard.

OPPDSITE,
BOTTOM:The salon
is luxuriows, yet
functional. Hand
holds are recessed
inta the ceiling.
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"I love the look of the centreline. raised platform bed.
1his is definitely a closer’in terms of selling your partner
on the boat.”

RIGHT: The aft cabin
isa lair dinkum
double with lots of
slarage.

FAR RIGHT & INSET:
The port side sellee,
which you can slegp
on, converts to two
easy chairs witha
bar and side lable in
between.

BELOW: The owner's
cabin has some nice
touches like this
desk/vanity and the
raised platform bed.

port side settee is divided into three sec-

tions with the middle section capable of
folding forward to create a side table, so
what yvou end up with is two easy chairs
with a side table in the middle. Best of
all behind the now folded middle seat
15 @ bar complete with wine rack and
glass storage. You have to hand it to the
French. 1 sometimes fantasise that the
first thing a French naval architect fig
ures out 15 now 1o store the wine. then
In any

event, this settee is right at the top of my

he designs the boat around it
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Christmas wish list

A couple of further features I'd like to

comment on: there are plenty of hand
holds for making your way across the
salon in a seaway: there is a Bose stereo
system with a USB connection for your
[POD (standard), and: under the floor-
boards you'll find a series of custom stor-
age boxes for keeping your spares and
food organised.

The Jeanneau 53 is available in a four

cabin layout with 2 doubles forward and

two doubles aft., Alternatively vou can

have a large owner’s cabin forward with

two doubles aft. The boat [ tested had
the latter layout

The owner's cabin is quite impres-
sive with nice woodwork, a vanity/desk,
heaps of storage and ensuite. [ love the
look of the centreline, raised platform
bed. This is definitely a ‘closer in terms
of selling your partner on the boat. Al
the same time it's important to keep in
mind that these berths are really only
useful in port or in the calmest condi
tions. Thankfully the 53 has plenty of sea
berths in the aft cabins and settees.

While I'm on the topic. let’s talk about
the aft cabins, The aft cabins are bath

nice sized doubles with adequate stor-

age: no skimping on space here.

A last comment on the interior: Jean-
neau has done a good job on the ven-
tilation. 1 counted 7 opening hatches
all with OceanAir shades and mozzie

sereens and 11 opening portholes

So how
does she sail?

1 tested this boat in light airs on Pitt-
water and to be honest | was a bit con-
cerned at how she would perform given
how beamy this boat is. Thankfully.
those concerns were misplaced. She

moved reasonably well in light airs. We

did 4-4.5 knots in a breeze that fluctu-



ated between 8-9 knots,

I ran her numbers through my

rram and the
results surprised me, The 53's dis
placement to LWL ratio came up
a5 204 and her sail area to displace-
ment ratio came up as 20.19. Those
numbers indicate that while she 15
medium displacement for a cruiser
she has a reasonably powerful sail
plan (remember the boat | tested
had the performance pack). When
[ ran the numbers with her stan
dard sail area, the sail area to dis-
placement ratio came up as 18.25,

a bit more moderate and probably

ust right for a charter boat in the
Mediterranean,
By

n doing the sail calculations on

he way, if you're interested

vour own boat or on boats that

yvoure considering purchasing,

| use Sail Calculator Pro v3.53

freely available on the

which is

www.image-ination

ilcalc.html
he Jeanneau 53 base boat s
(. The performance pack
t and hy
backstay will set yvou back an ad-

max  pr

ditional $32,000 (approx) so the
boat as tested was $581,000. Not
bad for a bit of bloody luxury...but
vou try and tell the voung people
of today that...and they won't be-
lieve :\.l".l!
For more information on the Jean
neal 53 coniact n'.:'!""_."' rmance Boat

e5 on (12 9979 9755,

Boat Test Specifications

Overall length

Waterline lenglh

Beam

Displacement (emply)
Standard keel weight
Standard keel drafi

Shallow keel draft

Philippe Briand Yacht Design

16.06m
13.96m
4.77m
14,935kg
4,985kg
2.28m
1.80m

just IMmagine...

What happens when you ask a sailor who has completed
3 round the world races, 2 America's Cups, raced more than
300,000 ocean miles and holds multiple world recards, to
optimise the performance of your sail boat (big or small)?

* quick delivery and personalised service
= parts in Australian warehouse
= repairs, upgrades & tune-ups
* new & replacement parts
* race preparation

* refits and new-build full deck packages

* technical advice on rigging, sails & equipment
= Australian importer:

i searcrarr antal

-]

T 1300 559 092
E info@sailforce.com.au
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